Week 2: The Ultimate Bracket

The Plan Already Set

The Exegesis: Isaiah 46:10 & Acts 2:23

In the world of sports, "March Madness" is famous for its "bracket-busters"—unexpected upsets
that ruin everyone's predictions. But in the Kingdom of God, there are no bracket-busters. God
is the only one who writes the bracket and knows the final score before the tip-off.

1. The End from the Beginning (Isaiah 46:10)

e ‘I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. |
say, ‘My purpose will stand, and | will do all that | please.””

e The Hebrew word for "purpose" (‘etsah) means counsel, advice, or a fully formed plan.
God doesn't wait to see how we play the game to decide His next move. He has already
declared the "End" (The Victory) while we are still at the "Beginning" (The Struggle).

e The Revelation: Your current struggle is just a mid-game highlight; it is not the final
result. If God’s purpose stands, then your "defeat" is actually just a setup for His "glory."

2. The Divine Set-Up (Acts 2:23)

e “This man was handed over to you by God'’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.”

e This is the "rich expository" heart of the message: Peter explains that the most chaotic,
"mad," and seemingly tragic event in history—the crucifixion of Jesus—was actually a
"deliberate plan" (horizé boulé).

e The Insight: To the disciples, the Cross looked like a "bracket-buster." It looked like they
had lost the tournament. But to God, it was the "Championship Play." What we see as a
tragedy, God sees as a strategy.

3. Foreknowledge vs. Reaction

e God’s foreknowledge means He factored in your mistakes, your enemies' attacks, and
the world’s chaos before He even invited you into the "game." He didn't choose you
because He thought you’d never face trouble; He chose you because He already
planned your way out of it.




5 Discussion Questions for Comprehension

1.

The "Fixed" Game: How does it change your anxiety level to know that God has
already "declared the end from the beginning"? If you knew the final score was a win,
how would you play differently right now?

Deliberate Plans: Acts 2:23 says Jesus was handed over by a "deliberate plan." Can
you think of a time in your life when something felt like a "loss" but later turned out to be
God’s strategy for your good?

Trusting the Bracket: When we see "wickedness" or "chaos" (like in Acts 2:23), we
often think God has lost control. How do we distinguish between "human madness" and
"divine sovereignty"?

The Purpose Will Stand: If God says His "purpose will stand," what are some
"purposes" or promises God has given the believer that the world cannot "bust"? (e.g.,
Romans 8:28, Philippians 1:6).

Handling the "Upset": When things don't go according to our plan, we feel defeated.
How can we shift our focus from our "broken bracket" to God’s "unbreakable plan"?

The Call to Action: "Consult the Playbook™

This week, identify one area of your life where you feel like you are "losing." Instead of trying to
fix the score yourself, do the following:

Identify the Promise: Find one scripture (a "play" from the Word) that guarantees God’s
victory in that area.

Write it Down: Place that scripture on your mirror or workspace.

Declare the Score: Every morning, thank God for the victory before you see it. Say: "I
don't know the moves for today, but | know the Coach has already set the bracket."
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